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it is usually referred to as the thin portion of Henle's loop
(Fig. 7-1). The ascending limb passes into a second tortuous
section lying in close relation to the glomenilus; this is called
the distal convoluted tubule. The distal convoluted tubules
empty the tubular fluid, now completely formed urine, into

Fig. 7-3 Drawn from a photograph of portion of a kidney after in-
jecting its vessels with fluid that solidified, and then destroying the
renal tissue with acid to reveal the glorneruli.
larger channels, called collecting tubules. These latter tubes
serve merely to conduct the urine to the pelvis of the kidney
(p. 312), playing no part in the actual formation of the urine.
The blood and nerve supply of the kidney* Blood is de-
livered to the kidney by the renal artery, a short thick vessel
which arises from the abdominal aorta. All the blood which
enters the kidney, except a small fraction for the nourishment
of the covering and connective tissue of the organ, passes
through the glomeruli. The capillaries of each glomerular
tuft are derived fom a single arteriole called the afferent vessel
Converging again, the capillaries form a single effluent chan-
nel, known as the efferent vessel (Fig. 7-5). This is also of